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came to a more unpleasant conclusion still. He saw
that they were, sometimes at least, not happy together;
and from this he took for granted, too hastily, that
they were never happy together; that Lucia was an
utterly ill-used person; that Elsley was a bad fellow,
who ill-treated her : and a black and awful indignation
against the man grew up within him; all the more
fierce because it seemed utterly righteous, and because,
too, it had, under heavy penalties, to be utterly con-
cealed beneath a courteous and genial manner: till
many a time he felt inclined to knock Elsley down
for little roughnesses to her, which were really the
fruit of mere gaucherie ; and then accused himself for
a hypocrite, because he was keeping up the courtesies
of life with such a man. For Campbell, like most
men of his temperament, was over-stern, and some-
times a little cruel and unjust, in demanding of others
the same lofty code which he had laid down for him-
self, and in demanding it, too, of some more than of
others, by a very questionable exercise of private
judgment. On the whole, he was right, no doubt, in
being as indulgent as he dared to the publicans and
sinners like Scoutbush; and in being as severe as he
dared on all Pharisees, and pretentious persons what-
soever : but he was too much inclined to draw between
the two classes one of those strong lines of demarcation
which exist only in the fancies of the human brain;
for sins, like all diseased matters, are complicated
and confused matters; many a seeming Pharisee is
at heart a self-condemned publican, and ought to be